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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1.

e

Prior to 1953, Bulgaria had no civilian defeunse training program other

than D030 (Voluntary Organlzation for Defense Assistance - Dobrovolna
Organizataiya za Sudeilstvie na Otbrana). Early in 1953, the so-called

Local Anti-Aircraft Defense Soclety (Mestna Protivo-Vozdushna Otbrana -
MPVO) was establlshed under military auspices to train the adult Bulgarian
pepulation in AAA and chemical defense. | 'the reasorsgxq
this new orgenization was formed waes because DOSO, a youth training
organization,had no adequate program for training the adult population.

The Bulgarlan Government based 1ts reasons for establishing the MPVO on the
alleged use of chemical and bacteriologlcal agents by US ‘troops in Korea.
However, the overwhelming majority of Bulgarians discredited the validity
of such propagends.

The MPVO's primary responsibility was to supervise training programs for
clvilians employed in large industriasl enterprises. Every factory of
conslderable slze nomlnated an MPVO instructor through its political
committee to train the faotory's labor forces. Partiolpation was on a
voluntary basis and was held after working hours for one hour twlce each
week. Beoause training was held after working hours, the employees were
mostly apathetlo. No compensation of any kind was glven for participation
in the program. | _ only one-tenth of the total labor
force volunteered and believed that this apathetlic attitude existed 50X1
throughout Bulgarila.
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3. the MPVO was directly subordinate to the Ministry of

Internal Affairs. The main headquarters was located in Sofia on Cherveny
_Ploshchad in the House of Soviets (Dom Sovyetov). Sub-headquarters were
locsted in the following okrug administrative centers:
: 50X1
Blagoevgrad . L
Khaskovo (N41-55, E 25<32)
Pleven (N 43-25, E 24-36)
Sofle . -
' Burges . -
\ - Vratsa (N 43-13, E 23-32)
Stare Zagora .
Turnovo (N 43-04, E 25-40)
Kolarovgred '
Ruse
Stalin (formerly Varna) 501
Plovdilv ‘
These okrug clty offices were belleved to be headed by officers of the
Bulgarian security forces. Capt. Marinov (fmn) and his essistant, Sr. Lt

Stoyanov (fnu), were the MPVO chiefs in Ruse; |

50X1

4, Training conslsted of first ald, polson-gas identification, and fire50X1
Flghting; equipment was requisitioned from the MPVO okrug headquarters.
Chemlcal defense was stressed much more than AA defense. | |
‘that large industrial enterprises kept thelr own gas masks on the factorv

premises. v _ v 50X1
5. mass drills performed in Bulgarilan cities,
Iblock wardens conducted training from time to time.

Cilvilians had no gas masks. 50X1
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